
1605 to 1750 
 

Blood on the River: James Town 1607  
by Elisa Carbone 

Grades 5-8 (237 p)   

Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the page to 

Captain John Smith, twelve-year-old orphan Samuel 

Collier settles in the new colony of James Town, where 

he must quickly learn to distinguish between friend and 

foe. 

 

The Sacrifice by Kathleen B. Duble 

Grades 6-9 (211 p) 

Two sisters, aged ten and twelve, are accused of 

witchcraft in Andover, Massachusetts, in 1692 and await 

trial in a miserable prison while their mother desperately 

searches for some way to obtain their freedom 

 

In Darkness, Death  
by Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler 

Grades 6-9 (195 p)  

In eighteenth-century Japan, young Seikei becomes involved with a 

ninja as he helps Judge Ooka, his foster father, investigate the murder 

of a samurai. 

 

Witch Child by Celia Rees 

Grades 7-10 (261 p)   

In 1659, fourteen-year-old Mary Newbury keeps a 

journal of her voyage from England to the New World 

and her experiences living as a witch in a community 

of Puritans near Salem, Massachusetts. 

 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 

Grades 5-7 (249 p)   

In 1687 in Connecticut, Kit Tyler, feeling out of place in the Puritan 

household of her aunt, befriends an old woman considered a witch by 

the community and suddenly finds herself standing trial for witchcraft. 

 

At the Sign of the Star by Katherine Sturtevant 

Grades 5-8 (140 p) 

In seventeenth-century London, Meg, who has little interest in 

cooking, needlework, or other homemaking skills, dreams of 

becoming a bookseller and someday inheriting her widowed father’s 

book store 

 

A True and Faithful Narrative by Katherine Sturtevant 

Grades 6-9 (250 p)  

In London in the 1680s, Meg—now sixteen years old—

tries to decide whether to marry either of the two men 

who court her, taking into account both love and her 

writing ambitions. 

 
Fearless by Elvira Woodruff 

Grades 5-8 (224 p)  

In late seventeenth-century England, eleven-year-old 

Digory, forced to leave his hometown after his father is 

lost at sea, becomes an apprentice to the architect 

Henry Winstanley, who built a lighthouse on the 

treacherous Eddystone Reef— the very rocks that sank 

Digory’s grandfather’s ship years before. 

 

1750 to 1830 
 
Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Grades 7-10 (320 p) Audiobook available 

After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, 

a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the 

Revolutionary War.  

 

Fever, 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Grades 7-10 (251 p) Audiobook available 

The year is 1793 and fourteen-year-old Matilda 

Cook finds herself in the middle of a struggle to 

keep herself and her loved ones alive in the midst 

of the yellow fever epidemic. 

 

The Fighting Ground by Avi 

Grades 4-7 (157 p)  

Thirteen-year-old Jonathan goes off to fight in the Revolutionary War 

and discovers the real war is being fought within himself. 

 

Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood 

Grades 6-9 (261 p)  

In 1777, having been kidnapped and taken forcibly 

from England to the American colonies, fifteen-year-

old Creighton becomes part of developments in the 

political unrest there that may spell defeat for the 

patriots and change the course of history. 

 

The Winter People by Joseph Bruchac 

Grades 6-10 (122 p)  

As the French and Indian War rages in October of 1759, Saxso, a 

fourteen-year-old Abenaki boy, pursues the English rangers who have 

attacked his village and taken his mother and sisters hostage. 

 

Gideon the Cutpurse: Being the First Part of the 
Gideon Trilogy by Linda Buckley-Archer 

Also published under the title The Time Travelers 

Grades 5-7 (404 p) Gideon trilogy 

Ignored by his father and sent to Derbyshire for the 

weekend, twelve-year-old Peter and his new friend, 

Kate, are accidentally transported back in time to 1763 

England where they are befriended by a reformed thief. 

 
Victory by Susan Cooper 

Grades 5-7 (196 p) Audiobook available  

Alternating chapters follow the mysterious connection 

between a homesick English girl living in  present-day 

America and an eleven-year-old boy serving in the 

British Royal Navy in 1803, aboard the H.M.S. 

Victory, commanded by Admiral Horatio Nelson. 

 

The Diamond of Drury Lane by Julia Golding 

Grades 5-8 (424 p) Cat Royal Adventure series 

Catherine “Cat” Royal, an orphan who lives at the 

Drury Lane Theater in 1790’s London, tries to find the 

“diamond” supposedly hidden in the theater, which 

unmasks a treasonous political cartoonist and involves 

her in the street gangs of Covent Garden and the world 

nobility. 

 

Popular Historical Fiction Series 
 
American Girl Collection by various authors 

Grades 3-5 

Dear America by various authors 

Grades 5-7 

History Mysteries by various authors 

Grades 4-6 

Little House Chapter Books by various authors 

Grades 2-4 

My America by various authors 

Grades 5-7 

My Name is America by various authors 

Grades 5-7 

Royal Diaries by various authors 

Grades 5-7 

Saddles, Stars and Stripes by Deborah Kent 

Grades 4-6 

Time Spies by Candice Ransom 

Grades 2-4 
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Dangerous Crossing by Stephen Krensky 

Shelved in Children’s Moving Up  

Grades 2-5  Audiobook available 

In 1778, ten-year-old Johnny Adams and his 

father make a dangerous mid-winter voyage 

from Massachusetts to Paris in hopes of 

gaining support for the colonies during the 

American Revolution. 
 

Hannah Pritchard: A Pirate of the Revolution 
by Bonnie Pryor 

Grades 5-7 (160 p) Historical Fiction Adventures series 

After her parents and brother are killed by Loyalists,  

fourteen-year-old Hannah leaves their farm and eventually,  

disguised as a boy, joins a pirate ship that preys on other ships  

to get supplies for the American Revolution.  
 



Joining the Boston Tea Party by Diane Stanley 

Shelved in Children’s Moving Up  

Grades 2-4  The Time-Traveling Twins series 

With the help of their grandmother’s hat, the twins journey back in 

time to the Boston Tea Party. 
 

1830 to 1900 
 

The Traitor’s Gate by Avi 

Grades 6-10  (353 p)   

When his father is arrested as a debtor in 1849 London, 14

-year-old John Huffman must take on unexpected 

responsibilities, from asking a distant relative for help to 

determining why people are spying on him and his family. 
 

A Difficult Boy by M.P. Barker 

Grades 6-9 (298 p) 

In Farmington, Massachusetts, in 1839, nine-year-old Ethan 

experiences hardships as an indentured servant of the wealthy Lyman 

family alongside Daniel, a boy scorned simply for being Irish, and the 

boys bond as they try to right a terrible wrong. 
 

Second Sight by Gary Blackwood 
Grades 6-8 (279 p)  

In Washington, D.C., during the last days of the Civil 

War, a teenage boy who performs in a mind reading act 

befriends a clairvoyant girl whose frightening visions 

foreshadow an assassination plot. 
 

Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis 

Grades 5-8 (341 p) Audiobook available 

In 1859, eleven-year-old Elijah Freeman, the first free-

born child in Buxton, Canada, which is a haven for slaves 

fleeing the American south, uses his wits and skills to try 

to bring to justice the lying preacher who has stolen 

money that was to be used to buy a family’s freedom. 
 

The Misadventures of Maude March: Or Trouble 
Rides a Fast Horse by Audrey Couloumbis 

Grades 5-8 (295 p)  Sequel: Maude March on the Run! 

After the death of the stern aunt who raised them since they were 

orphaned, eleven-year-old Sallie and her fifteen-year-old sister escape 

their self-serving guardians and begin an adventure resembling those 

in the dime novels Sallie loves to read. 
 

Weasel by Cynthia DeFelice 

Grades 4-7 (119p)  Sequel: Bringing Ezra Back 

Alone in the frontier wilderness in the winter of 1839 while his father 

is recovering from an injury, eleven-year-old Nathan runs afoul of the 

renegade killer known as Weasel and makes a surprising discovery 

about the concept of revenge. 
 

The Apprenticeship of Lucas Whitaker  
by Cynthia DeFelice 

Grades 5-8 (151p)  

Twelve-year-old Lucas Whitaker, orphaned in 1849 when his entire 

family is claimed by consumption, takes a job as an apprentice with 

Doc Beecher, and learns the truth about the difference between 

superstition and science. 
 

The Porcupine Year by Louise Erdrich 

Grades 5-8 (193p)  

In 1852, forced by the United States government to leave 

their beloved Island of the Golden Breaseted 

Woodpecker, fourteen-year-old Omokayas and her 

Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom by Katherine Paterson 

Grades 5-8 (229 p)  

Abducted from his home by bandits, fifteen-year-old Wang Lee is 

rescued from slavery by a mysterious girl who introduces him to 

Taiping Tienkuo, a secret society partly based on Christian principles 

and dedicated to the overthrow of the Manchu government. 
 

Eye of the Crow by Shane Peacock 

Grades 5-8 (251 p) Boy Sherlock Holmes series 

In 1867, Sherlock Holmes, an impoverished young 

outcast with a Jewish father and a highborn mother, 

visits the scene of a woman’s brutal murder, where he 

meets a wrongly accused young Arab.  
 

Fair Weather: A Novel by Richard Peck 

Grades 4-8 (139 p) 

In 1893, thirteen-year-old Rosie and members of her 

family travel from their Illinois farm to Chicago to visit 

Aunt Euterpe and attend the World’s Columbian 

Exposition which, along with an encounter with Buffalo 

Bill and Lillian Russell, turns out to be a life-changing 

experience for everyone. 
 

The River Between Us by Richard Peck 

Grades 6-8 (164 p) Audiobook available 

During the early days of the Civil War, the Pruitt  

family takes in two mysterious young ladies who have 

fled New Orleans to come north to Illinois. 

 
Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco 

Shelved in Children’s Moving Up 

Grades 3-5   

Say Curtis describes his meeting with Pinkus Aylee, 

a black soldier, during the Civil War, and their 

capture by Southern troops. 
 

The Promise Quilt by Candice Ransom 

Shelved in Children’s Moving Up 

Grades 3-5  

After her father leaves the family farm on Lost Mountain to be 

General Lee’s guide, Addie finds ways to remember him – even  

when he does not return at the end of the war. 
 

Amelia’s War by Ann Rinaldi 

Grades 5-8 (265 p) 

Based on a true story, when a Confederate general 

threatens to burn Hagerstown, Maryland, unless it pays 

an exorbitant ransom, twelve-year-old Amelia and her 

friend find a way to save the town. 
 

Montmorency: Thief, Liar, Gentleman? 
by Eleanor Updale 

Grades 5-8 (232 p) Sequel: Montmorency’s Revenge 

In Victorian London, after his life is saved by a young 

physician, a thief utilizes the knowledge he gains in 

prison and from the scientific lectures he attends as the 

physician’s case study exhibit to create a new, highly 

successful, double life for himself. 

 

Spring Pearl: The Last Flower by Laurence Yep 

Grades 5-8 (204 p) Girls of Many Lands series 

Called boyish by her new family for being able to read and write, 

twelve-year-old orphaned Spring Pearl’s “odd ways” help save the 

family during the 1857 Opium War in Canton, China. 

 

Ojibwe family travel in search of a new home. 
 

Bandit’s Moon by Sid Fleischman 

Grades 4-6 (136 p) 

Twelve-year-old Annyrose relates her adventures with 

Joaquin Muireta and his band of outlaws in the California 

gold-mining region during the mid-1800’s. 
 

Walk Across the Sea by Susan Fletcher 

Grades 6-9 (214 p) 

In late nineteenth-century California, when Chinese immigrants are 

being driven out or even killed for fear they will take jobs from whites, 

fifteen-year-old Eliza Jane McCully defies the townspeople and her 

lighthouse-keeper father to help a Chinese boy who has been kind to 

her. 
 

Soaring Eagle by Mary Peace Finley 

Grades 5-7 (166 p)   

Julio, a thirteen-year-old boy in 1845, finds friendship 

and a clue to his identity while living with the Cheyenne 

tribe that rescued him on the Santa Fe Trail. 
 

Nory Ryan’s Song by Patricia Reilly Giff 

Grades 4-7 (148 p) Audiobook available 

When a terrible blight attacks Ireland’s potato crop in 1845, twelve-

year-old Nory Ryan’s courage and ingenuity help her family and 

neighbors survive. 
 

Water Street by Patricia Reilly Giff 

Grades 5-8 (164 p)   

In the shadow of the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge 

during the 1870s, eighth-graders and new neighbors Bird 

Mallon and Thomas Neary make some decisions about 

what they want to do with their lives. 
 

The Sweetwater Run: The Story of Buffalo Bill 
Cody and the Pony Express by Andrew Glass 

Shelved in Children’s Moving Up 

Grades 2-4  

Buffalo Bill Cody recounts his adventures as a teenaged rider for the 

Pony Express.  Colorful illustrations, a history of the Pony Express 

and facts about Cody’s life are included. 
 

The Magician’s Apprentice by Judith Heneghan 

Grades 5-7 (168 p) 

In 1874 Winchester, England, Jago Sonecipher, 

magician’s assistant to his unscrupulous uncle, becomes 

involved in a series of plots and deceits revolving around 

a lady’s maid and her employer’s family, and finally 

escapes to sea, where the trouble follows him, even 

aboard ship. 
 

Boston Jane: An Adventure by Jennifer Holm 

Grades 5-8 (273 p) Sequel: Boston Jane: Wilderness Days 

Schooled in the lessons of etiquette for young ladies of 

1854, Miss Jane Peck of Philadelphia finds little use for 

manners during her long sea voyage to the Pacific 

Northwest and while living among the American traders 

and Chinook Indians of Washington Territory. 
 

The Great Turkey Walk by Kathleen Karr 

Grades 4-7 (199 p)  

In 1860, a somewhat simple-minded fifteen-year-old boy 

attempts to herd one thousand turkeys from Missouri to 

Denver, Colorado, in hopes of selling them at a profit. 

 

Alice Rose & Sam: A Novel by Kathryn Lasky 

Grades 5-7 (252 p)  

Alice Rose, an irrepressible twelve-year-old, shares adventures with 

Mark Twain, an outlandish reporter on her father’s newspaper in 

Virginia City, Nevada, during the 1860’s. 
 

Kazunomiya: Prisoner of Heaven  
by Kathryn Lasky 

Grades 5-8 (156 p) Royal Diaries series 

Princess Kazunomiya, half-sister of the Emperor of 

Japan, relates in her diary and in poems the confusing 

events occurring in the Imperial Palace in 1858, 

including political and romantic intrigue. 
 

Day of Tears: A Novel in Dialogue by Julius Lester 

Grades 7-10 (177 p)  

Pierce Butler has a big slave auction to pay debts and his 

family is very sad because Emma, a slave who raised the 

children, may be sold. 

 
Stop the Train! by Geraldine McCaughrean 

Grades 5-9 (289 p)  

Despite the opposition of the owner of the Red Rock 

Runner railroad in 1893, the new settlers of Florence, 

Oklahoma, are determined to build a real town. 

 

The Bobbin Girl by Emily Arnold McCully 

Grades 3-5 

Shelved in Children’s Moving Up 

A ten-year-old bobbin girl working in a textile mill in Lowell, 

Massachusetts in the 1830s, must make a difficult decision—will she 

participate in the first workers’ strike in Lowell. 

 

How I Found the Strong: A Civil War Story  
by Margaret McMullan 

Grades 5-8 (136 p)  

Frank Russell, known as Shanks, wishes he could have 

gone with his father and brother to fight for Mississippi 

and the Confederacy, but his experiences with the war 

and his changing relationship with the family slave, 

Buck, change his thinking. 

 

When I Crossed No-Bob by Margaret McMullan 

Grades 5-8 (209 p)  

Ten years after the Civil War’s end, twelve-year-old 

Addy, abandoned by her parents, is taken from the horrid 

town of No-Bob by schoolteacher Frank Russell and his 

bride, but when her father returns to claim her she must 

find another way to leave her O’Donnell past behind. 

 

Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller by Sarah Miller 

Grades 5-8 (208 p)  

At age twenty-one, partially blind, lonely but spirited 

Annie Sullivan travels from Massachusetts to Alabama to 

try and teach six-year-old Helen Keller, deaf and blind 

since age two, self-discipline and communication skills.  

Includes historical notes and timeline. 
 

The Last Brother: A Civil War Tale by Trinika Noble 

Shelved in Children’s Moving Up 

Grades 3-5 (48 p)  

Eleven-year-old Gabe enlists in the Union Army in Pennsylvania 

along with his older brother, Davy, and, as bugler, does his best to 

protect Davy during the Battle of Gettysburg. 


